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RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  THE  WAR.— SUP- 
PRESSION OF  NEWS. 


THE  RESPONSIBILITY  CAN  NOT  BE  TRANSFERRED. 


“ Messrs.  Bryan,  Hoar,  Pettigrew,  Billy  Mason,  and  their  fellow- 
Aguinaldians  in  this  country — sundry  college  professors,  preachers,  and 
editors  included — are  still  doing  what  they  can  to  make  more  funerals  of 
American  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  Philippines.  From  his  grave  the 
noble  Lawton  still  bears  witness  against  these  theorists  and  pious  senti- 
mentalists with  American  blood  on  their  hands.” 

The  above  is  from  the  “ Hartford  Courant,”  once  a friend 
of  freedom.  Among  the  “ pious  sentimentalists  ” thus  ar- 
raigned is  Charles  Dudley  Warner,  hitherto  highly  honored 
in  the  office  of  the  “ Courant  ” newspaper.  It  was  thus  that 
the  anti-slavery  advocates  of  the  North  were  charged  in  the 
days  of  long  ago  with  responsibility  for  the  bloodshed  of  the 
Civil  War.  But  the  battle  of  freedom,  the  irrepressible  con- 
flict, went  on.  History  ever  repeats  itself  in  the  story  of 
nations.  The  love  of  liberty,  the  advocacy  of  freedom,  is 
an  American  inheritance — else  all  our  past,  the  history  in 
which  we  have  so  gloried,  is  meaningless  and  a lie,  and  our 
pride  in  the  beneficent  Republic  has  been  but  the  dream  of 
irresponsible  and  impractical  “ theorists  and  pious  sentiment- 
alists.” 
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We  must  take  the  “ Courant  ” back  to  the  root  of  the 
burning  and  abiding  issue  which  it  has  raised.  Why  are 
65,000  soldiers  of  the  United  States  required  in  the  Philip- 
pines, and  less  than  5000  in  Cuba?  and  why  is  there  war  in 
the  one  region  and  peace  in  the  other?  There  we  fix  the 
responsibility.  It  is  not  upon  those  who  have  protested 
always  and  pointed  out  the  honorable,  better,  and  righteous 
way.  In  the  one  case  this  Republic  wages  a war  of  conquest; 
in  the  other  we  lift  up  liberty,  teach  the  lessons  of  self- 
government,  and  protect  the  people  in  their  home  rights.  In 
Luzon  the  hell  of  war  exists;  in  Cuba  there  is  quiet,  and 
material  upbuilding  goes  bravely  on. 

In  the  contemplation  of  the  woeful  fruits  that  have  come 
out  of  the  Philippine  departure  from  the  American  way  and  the 
path  of  Christ’s  teaching — “do  unto  others  as  ye  would  that 
others  should  do  unto  you” — the  temptation  to  shift  the 
blame  has  proved,  irresistible.  We  can  scarcely  wonder  at 
that,  but  such  effort  can  not  succeed.  It  will  not  serve  even 
a temporary  purpose.  The  accusing  and  alien  record  has 
been,  step  by  step,  made  in  the  sight  of  this  generation,  and 
it  is  embodied  in  the  history  of  these  our  times.  There  it  will 
be  forever  read.  The  passion  of  party  defense  can  not  elimi- 
nate it,  and  the  awakened  consciences  of  men  who  are  deeply 
rooted  in  the  principles  of  freedom  will  not  permit  it  to  be 
forgotten. 

The  Republic  is  in  the  throes  of  a crisis  of  incalculable 
moment  to  its  future.  This  fact  has  got  to  be  squarely  faced. 
Purposes  of  conquest  and  of  empire  have  been  declared  by 
those  who  for  the  moment  control  our  destinies.  It  is  for 
the  people  in  common  life,  for  the  army  of  American  citizen- 
ship, to  recognize  the  magnitude  of  this  issue  and  to  meet  it. 
They  constitute  the  great  court  of  appeal,  and  it  will  be  for 
them  to  decide  in  the  end  whether  imperial  doctrines  are  to 
be  permitted  to  undermine  the  foundations  of  the  Republic 
of  the  world’s  hope,  that  were  laid  in  the  blood  and  sacrifice 
of  the  “pious  sentimentalists,”  now  dead,  but  still  remem- 
bered and  honored. 
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THE  RESPONSIBILITY. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  “ Republican  ” : 


Nothing  could  be  farther  fetched  than  the  wail  of  the  im- 
perialist blaming  the  anti-imperialist  for  the  death  of  General 
Lawton.  With  as  much  reason  the  wolf  blamed  the  lamb  for 
soiling  the  stream.  This  appears  to  be  the  argument : 

The  Government  is  waging  a war  against  the  Filipinos.  A 
portion  of  the  people — a majority,  without  doubt — believe  the 
Avar  to  be  unjust,  wrong,  cruel;  and  they  say  so.  They  say  it 
in  the  press,  on  the  platform,  and  in  the  pulpit,  too.  This 
expression  of  a deep-seated  conviction — a conviction  that 
could  not  be  silent  if  it  would,  and  would  not  if  it  could — 
encourages  the  Filipinos  to  hold  out  in  resistance  to  the 
Government’s  arms,  and  the  war  results  in  the  killing,  among 
others,  of  General  Lawton.  Therefore  the  anti-imperialist  is 
responsible  for  his  death. 

But  who  is  responsible  for  the  unjust  and  cruel  war  ? That 
is  the  question.  Common  sense  is  not  to  be  hoodwinked  by 
sophistry  quite  as  shallow  as  that  of  the  ex-minister  to  Siam, 
how  many  soever  may  echo  the  ridiculous  logic.  The  people 
of  this  country  who  mean  that  their  Government,  now  wrong 
in  its  course,  shall  be  set  right,  propose  to  stick  to  the  ques- 
tion, and  the  question  is  whether  the  war  we  are  waging 
against  the  people  of  the  Philippines  is  right.  Is  it  worthy  a 
republican  government,  whose  clarion  note,  from  the  day  of 
its  birth  down  to  the  year  1899,  has  been  that  govern- 
ments derive  their  just  poivers  from  the  consent  of  the  gov- 
erned ? 

Abuse  the  plaintiff,  if  you  please,  gentlemen,  but  consider 
the  question.  It  will  not  down.  It  is  up  to  stay  until  settled, 
and  it  is  going  to  be  settled  right.  No  noisy  parade  or  army 
with  banners  or  loud,  illogical  talk  of  “standing  by  the 
Government’’  is  going  to  throw  the  Republicanism  that  is 
worth  the  having  off  its  guard.  As  for  patriotism,  none  in 
this  land  is  worth  a straw  unless  its  fiber  be  Democratic  and 
Republican  of  the  Jeffersonian  and  Lincolnian  brands. 

Question. 


Uxbridge,  January  1,  igoo. 
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SUPPRESSION  OF  THE  NEWS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  “ Republican  ” : 

The  suppression  of  the  news,  pure  and  simple,  is  one  of  the 
most  serious  indications  of  the  danger  which  menaces  this 
country  from  the  present  Administration  and  its  adherents. 
J.  J.  Lentz  writes  from  Columbus,  O.  : 

“ In  this  part  of  the  country  Senator  Hoar’s  resolution  was  absolutely  kept 
from  the  public  by  live  of  the  daily  publications  in  this  city.  Is  this  any 
less  than  a crime  against  the  public  ? Why  should  we  talk  about  ‘ uni- 
versal education  ’ if  a syndicated  and  sinister  press  is  to  deceive  the  people 
by  withholding  facts  from  one  column  and  filling  others  with  falsehood?” 

In  his  speech  at  Detroit,  Saturday  night,  Mr.  Lentz  said  : 

“ I agree  with  Senator  Hoar  when  he  says  ‘ we  have  dishonored  our 
great  history.’  I agree  with  Senator  Hoar’s  resolutions  introduced  in  the 
Senate  two  weeks  ago,  which  nearly  all  of  the  Administration  papers  of  the 
country  were  too  cowardly  and  too  unjust  to  their  readers  to  print.  I insist 
upon  it  that  our  imperialistic  policy  is  a policy  that  requires  a censored 
press,  requires  a suppression  of  the  truth  and  the  facts,  and  therefore  that 
imperialism  is  a shameful  policy,  resorting  to  falsehood  and  secrecy,  fit 
instruments  and  emblems  of  all  those  who  work  in  the  dark  and  are  guilty 
of  ‘ criminal  aggressions.’  ” 

The  attention  of  the  public  should  be  called  to  one  of  the 
most  flagrant  abuses  perpetrated  by  those  who  pretend  to  give 
their  readers  the  news.  The  very  papers  in  Ohio  which  sup- 
pressed the  resolution  of  Senator  Hoar  were  only  too  anxious 
to  give  the  first  page  to  the  resolution  of  the  new  and  un- 
known Senator  Beveridge.  Free  government  can  not  exist 
with  such  prostitution  of  the  press  as  this.  X. 


Boston,  January  S,  /goo. 


